[Multiple myeloma following chronic neutrophilia terminated with acute monocytic leukemia (AML, M 5 b)].
A case of a 70 years old female who developed multiple myeloma during a course of neutrophilia, and later on terminated with acute monocytic leukemia (AML, M 5 b) following Melphalan therapy for five years is reported. This patient was first found to have neutrophilia in 1966, After six years, she developed monoclonal gammopathy, (IgG1 kappa type) which coexisted with the neutrophilia. She was put on Melphalan regimen for 5 years which was discontinued due to anemia, leukocytopenia and the reduction of serum IgG. By routine bone marrow examination, she was diagnosed as AMoL (AML, M 5 b) in July 1984. Thereafter, a combination chemotherapy of BH-AC, 6-MP and prednisolone was started and complete remission for the AMoL was achieved after 2 months. Sixteen months later, she relapsed and a similar combination chemotherapy for reinduction regimen was administered. However, the AMoL was resistant and after 7 months, she died of pneumonia and multiple organ failure. The association of neutrophilia with multiple myeloma, the occurrence of AMoL after prolonged Melphalan therapy for the multiple myeloma and the strategy of therapy for secondary leukemia is discussed.